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Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine
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Hiroshi Sugimoto (b. 1948, Japan) creates exquisite large-format film photographs that expand our
understanding of this time-based medium. Unlike typical photography that captures physical objective
things and decisive moments, Sugimoto works with memory and eternity, and other elements beyond
what is perceptible to the naked eye. A multidisciplinary practitioner who has long moved between
Japan and North America, his unique contribution cannot be simply interpreted using the frameworks of
Western contemporary art or Japanese postwar photography.

In 1974, Hiroshi Sugimoto moved to New York and began his career as an artist. During that time,
Minimalism and Conceptualism were ascendant, and works by artists such as Donald Judd and Dan
Flavin left a strong impression on him. Meanwhile, humanist photography by figures such as Robert Frank
and Lee Friedlander had emerged as a key genre in photography and was accepted as contemporary
art. Sugimoto was keenly aware of the differences in subject and approach between these two artistic
trends, and tried to use his own experience to reconcile advanced art, photographic technique, and East
Asian aesthetics. In 1976, Sugimoto began shooting his “Dioramas” series at the American Museum of
Natural History, from which one work, Polar Bear, was immediately acquired by the Museum of Modern
Art. From then on, Sugimoto has continued to elaborate his unique understanding of photography: a
medium inextricable from time and space. “Time” became the theme of his entire oeuvre, in which his
thoughts on the past, present, and future are all condensed into a set exposure time.

“Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine” is the artist’s first institutional solo exhbition in China. It offers a
comprehensive survey of his work from the 1970s to the present. The selection features not only works
from major series including “Theaters,” “Seascapes,” and “Lightning Fields,” but also lesser known
works such as the color series “Opticks,” the installation “Anti-gravity Structure,” and a new calligraphic
creation, Brush Impression, Heart Sutra. Taken together, these inquiries into immanent understandings
of time and memory demonstrate the potential of photography as an artistic medium that is both
documentary and imaginative, sparking curiosity and contemplation.

“Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine” is organized by Hayward Gallery, London, in association with UCCA
Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing. Ralph Rugoff, Director at Hayward Gallery, curated the London
presentation, and Neil Zhang, UCCA curator, curated the Beijing presentation. The exhibition design is
by Shinsoken (New Material Research Laboratory), an architectural design firm led by Hiroshi Sugimoto.
UCCA thanks the Japan Foundation, Beijing for its special support. Exclusive wall solutions support is
provided by Dulux. UCCA also thanks the members of UCCA Foundation Council, International Circle,
and Young Associates, as well as Lead Partner Aranya, Lead Art Book Partner DIOR, Presenting Partners
Bloomberg, and Supporting Partners Barco, Dulux, Genelec, and Stey.
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Hiroshi Sugimoto (b. 1948, Tokyo, Japan) received a B.A. in Economics and Western Philosophy from St.
Paul’s University in Tokyo in 1970, and a B.F.A. in Photography from Art Center College of Design in Los
Angeles. Currently living and working in both New York and Tokyo, Sugimoto has received international
acclaim for his enchanting and delicate photographic works. His photographs were exhibited in several
major institutions across the globe, including Shoto Museum of Art (Tokyo, Japan, 2023), Kasugataisha
Museum (Nara, Japan, 2022), Tel Aviv Museum of Art (Tel Aviy, Israel, 2018), Palace of Versailles (France,
2018), Royal Museum of Fine Arts of Belgium (Brussels, 2018), The Japan Society (New York, 2017),
Chateau Le Coste (Le Puy-Sainte-Réparade, France, 2017), Fondazione Re Rebaudengo (Turin, Italy,
2017), MOA Museum of Art (Atami, Japan, 2017), Casa Garriga | Nogués (Barcelona, 2016), Recoletos
Exhibition Hall (Madrid, 2016), and The Phillips Collection (Washington D.C., 2015). His works are in
collection at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, USA), National Museum of Modern Art (Tokyo,
Japan), Tate Modern (London, England), J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, CA, USA), Fondation
Cartier pour l'art contemporain (Jouy-en-Josas, France), Museum of Fine Arts (Boston, MA, USA), and
National Gallery of Canada (Ottawa, Canada). The artist is also the recipient of many notable awards,
including the National Arts Club Medal of Honor in Photography (New York, 2018), the Centenary Medal
from The Royal Photographic Society (London, 2017), Isamu Noguchi Award (New York, 2014), Officier
dans I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Paris, 2013), Praemium Imperiale Award (Tokyo, 2009), and the
Hasselblad Foundation International Award in Photography (Gothenburg, Sweden, 2001).
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Scan the QR code to listen to
the complete audio guide.
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UCCA X Sheng Sheng
Kids Audio Guide
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The children’s audio guide is written by UCCA Kids and recorded by

Sheng Sheng (9 years old), UCCA Youth Art Ambassador and photographer.
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During the “Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine” exhibition, the Public Practice
Department of UCCA Center for Contemporary Art will curate and organize a series
of public practice programs centering around the art, history, and social and cultural
context of Sugimoto’s practice. The programs encompass a variety of activities,
including an opening conversation, special guided tours, K6dd workshops, and a panel
discussion on Noh theater. These programs will extend from the exhibition, further guide
the audience into the art world of Hiroshi Sugimoto, and deepen the understanding
of his creative concepts fusing traditional and contemporary practices of art. For the
latest information on our events, please refer to announcements on UCCA’s official
website, and our social media platforms such as the UCCA official WeChat account.
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In conjunction with the debut of “Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time
Machine,” a comprehensive retrospective of the artist’s
practice, Hayward Gallery, London has published an English
catalogue with a systematic survey of Sugimoto’s oeuvre over
the past five decades. The catalogue encompasses select
pieces from all of Sugimoto’s major photographic series, as
well as lesser-known works that fully embody his innovative
and conceptually-driven approach to making pictures.
Also included in the catalogue are texts by a collection of
international artists, scholars, and curators—including James
Attlee, Geoffrey Batchen, Allie Biswas, David Chipperfield,
Edmund de Waal, Mami Kataoka, Ralph Rugoff, Lara
Strongman, and Margaret Wertheim—offering thoughtful
explorations of Sugimoto's artistic endeavors from a variety
of perspectives. Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine is designed
by Graphic Thought Facility and published by Hatje Cantz.
Purchases of the English catalogue during the exhibition
period at UCCA will be accompanied by an exclusive booklet
containing Chinese translations of the nine critical essays.
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Title: Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine
Publisher: Hatje Cantz

Languages: English
Format: Hardcover, 216 pages
Price: 460 RMB
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UCCA membership provides the perfect opportunity to
more deeply experience all that China’s leading institution
of contemporary art has to offer. Our membership program
offers access to our many locations without the purchase of
additional tickets, special welcoming gifts, priority exhibition
entry, members-only events, great savings and discounts,
exclusive benefits for families, and more. When you become
a UCCA Member, you are making a significant contribution
to our mission of fostering the development of contemporary
artin China.
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“Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine"
Workshop Series
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UCCA Kids has designed a series of art workshops for children to appreciate Hiroshi
Sugimoto's profound and captivating photographic works through various themed
courses. They can also explore the photographic techniques and philosophical thinking
behind the artist's work in capturing subjects such as animal taxidermy, wax figures,
sculptures, architecture, and landscapes. In the workshops, children will learn basic
theories of photography and methods to operate the camera, and further attempt to
present abstract concepts from daily life in the form of photography.
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As an extension of the exhibition, UCCA Kids has specially tailored a Tokyo art trip for
families, including a visit to the Enoura Observatory designed by Hiroshi Sugimoto in May.
Surrounded by a perfect blend of nature and humanity, families can continue to delve into
Sugimoto's playful artistic explorations and Japanese philosophy. During this trip, families
will also visit art galleries, museums, and cultural landmarks in and around Tokyo to
experience a different side of the city. Through its unique creativity and expressive forms,
they will witness how contemporary Japanese art and pop culture bring fresh impact and
profound influence to the global culture.

PRIESIEE UCCA Kids HISARSELERT .
For more information, please stay tuned to
the UCCA Kids official WeChat account.




