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In conjunction with the exhibition, UCCA will
release a bilingual catalogue that features images
of the hundreds of artworks and archival objects
in the show alongside extensive annotations.
These are accompanied by three major essays:
exhibition curator José Carlos Diaz discusses
the idea of becoming with a series of anecdotes
surrounding the artist’s birthdays; Blake Gopnik,
whose exhaustive biography of Warhol was
published in 2020, explores the Pop icon’s often
overlooked background in classical and modern
art; and art critic Zhou Wanjing probes the
enduring resonance of the pursuit of newness
in the twenty-first century. The catalogue is
designed by Hubert & Fischer and published by

Zhejiang Photographic Press.
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Scan the QR code to follow UCCA on WeChat,

Please stay tuned for more exciting public
programs to be announced soon!
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During the “Becoming Andy Warhol” exhibition, UCCA will launch
the special public program series “Andy’s Quarter.” Inviting
groups and individuals from a range of backgrounds, including
artists, scholars, musicians, social performance groups, directors,
and writers. Through conversations, workshops, performing
arts, and cinema arts dialogues, the program aims to widen the
public’s understanding of Warhol’s multiple artistic identities
and involvements in different quarters of his life. During the
exhibition, UCCA will hold a series of conversation programs with
Fudan University’s Department of Art Philosophy at the School
of Philosophy and Sanlian Zhongdu to discuss Warhol and the
artistic philosophy behind the Pop movement. Concurrently, UCCA
Summer Camp Party will take place in August to pay tribute to
Warhol’s avant-garde pop spirit in an improvised jam between
emerging experimental musicians, performance art groups,
dancers, and visual artists.
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Becoming Andy Warhol
2021.7.3 - 20211010

Andy Warhol was born in 1928 in a working-class neighborhood in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His mother encouraged his early interest in
art, and he later earned a bachelor’s degree in pictorial design. The
young graduate then moved to New York City in 1949 to pursue a
career in art. After working for a decade as a commercial illustrator,
Warhol emerged as a leading proponent of Pop Art, a movement that
derived its imagery from popular culture and mass media. During an
expansive career that spanned nearly four decades, Warhol proved
to be an innovative and versatile painter, printmaker, illustrator,
publisher, filmmaker, and music and television producer. Blurring the
boundaries between fine art and consumer culture, he was one of the
most influential artists of the twentieth century. Warhol died in New
York City on February 22,1987, of complications following surgery.

“Becoming Andy Warhol” is divided into five sections that explore
the artist’s life and career through paintings, photographs, objects,
and films exclusively from the collection of The Andy Warhol
Museum, Pittsburgh. These include important archival items from his
youth; provisional paintings that developed into his signature style;
infrequently screened 16 mm films; rarely seen artworks, such as
experimental stitched photography; and paintings from the decade
before his unexpected passing. The exhibition reconsiders Warhol’s
dense biography and artistic legacy, informed by recent scholarship
that candidly examines his life and sees his varied output in a holistic
way. It spans his formative years in Pittsburgh; a successful decade
as an illustrator; his work as a prolific photographer, experimental
filmmaker, and master of appropriation; and an abiding interest in
the nonrepresentational and symbolic. It took decades of growth
and transformation for the young, ambitious artist from Pittsburgh
to become Andy Warhol, Pop impresario and American myth. Yet
reviewing this legacy decades later, the Pop revolution of the 1960s
seems only one chapter in the story of a protean figure we are still
coming to understand.

“Becoming Andy Warhol” is produced in collaboration with The Andy
Warhol Museum and curated by José Carlos Diaz, Chief Curator,
and Patrick Moore, Director. The exhibition is designed by Xiaoxi
Chen. The exhibition is proudly presented by Cadillac. UCCA thanks
executive sponsor CHANEL, as well as presenting sponsors Morgan
Stanley and Sotheby’s for their generous support for this exhibition.
Dulux contributed exclusive wall solutions support. UCCA also
thanks the members of its Foundation Council, International Circle,
and Young Associates, as well as Lead Partner Aranya, Presenting
Partner Bloomberg, and Supporting Partners Active House, Barco,
BenQ, Clivet, Dulux, and Genelec.
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Andy Warhol, Campbell’s Soup Il: Old Fashioned Vegetable, 1969, screen print
on paper, 88.9 x 584 cm. The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh; Founding
Collection. Contribution The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc.
Accession number: 19981.2394.1. © 2021 The Andy Warhol Foundation for the
Visual Arts, Inc. / Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.
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Scan the QR code to listen to
the complete audio guide.
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“Becoming Andy Warhol” Music Special

UCCA BXFBERERERER (TME) FRI2M “‘HARHE - XER B
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UCCA and Tencent Music Entertainment have partnered to present a
special music companion to the exhibition “Becoming Andy Warhol.”
Scan the QR code to explore this unique musical experience.
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