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Martin Wong, Sharp & Dottie, 1984, acrylic on canvas, 1624 x 121.9 cm. Collection of KAWS. Courtesy the Martin Wong Foundation and P - P- O - W, New York.
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Somewhere Downtown:
Art in1980s New York
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“Somewhere Downtown” is an evocation and celebration of downtown New York City during the 1980s. Set amid
the ruin and neglect of New York at its economic nadir, the exhibition reveals a creative zenith of expression and
experimentation that remains among the most significant periods in the history of modern and contemporary
art. The sixty artists and groups shown here once existed among overlapping communities of shared dreams and
collective obscurity. A number of them now stand among the most important artists of the late twentieth century.

America in the 1980s was marked by a cultural, political, and social conservatism that emerged in reaction to the
upheavals of the 1960s and 70s, which had seen increases in inflation and urban crime whilst protests advancing
civil rights and opposing the war in Vietnam roiled the country. The New York of the 1980s both epitomized
and resisted many of the developments that accompanied this new conservatism, cementing its status as the
country’s cultural capital.

In the aftermath of the city’s near-bankruptcy in the mid-1970s, New York’s artists began to use the urban
landscape in new ways. New modes of expression were born in the nightclubs and on the streets. Some artists
occupied abandoned and disused spaces to mount their own exhibitions and performances, while others took
to the city’s walls and subways, advancing graffiti into its golden age. New York offered itself to artists as both a
material and a subject, becoming the setting for an enormous efflorescence of creativity and artistic life.

“Somewhere Downtown” provides an experience of this era as a conversation between artists of very different
backgrounds and intentions, narrating a period of radical experimentation against a backdrop of the rise of
consumer culture, the rapid gentrification of the city, and the AIDS crisis. Neither chronological nor separated by
divisions of genre or medium, the exhibition features several defining works of this generation, with some of the
most celebrated figures presented alongside those lesser known, including many artists who are being shown in
China for the first time.

Looking back, artist Haim Steinbach has commented “the 1980s were the tremor before the global earthquake.”
“Somewhere Downtown” provides an overview of this consequential and tumultuous period in American culture,
which witnessed the twilight of one era and the dawn of another.

“Somewhere Downtown” is curated by Carlo McCormick and UCCA Curator-at-Large Peter Eleey.
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AT - 1A4K (1968-1990) , (FERE (k) ) , 1982, MEPBEFTARLL, 2184 x 1905 cm. © U - IAMIEF=, Artestar X, AL, EFH
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Keith Haring (1958-1990), Untitled (face), 1982, spray paint on postal truck roof (metal), 2134 x 190.5 cm. © Estate of Keith Haring. Licensed by
Artestar, New York. Courtesy Private Collection, USA.
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The wave of youth culture that emerged in 1980s New York is today seen as one of the most iconic
cultural movements of all time, and still provides a rich source of inspiration for artists and creative
people around the world. In fact, young people in China currently face many of the same issues
confronted by the artists in “Somewhere Downtown.” In this context, what insights can we gain by
looking at the culture of Downtown New York? What fresh, innovative practices continuing this
lineage already exist in China? During the exhibition period, UCCA will get inspiration from the
Downtown art scene’s free spirit and sense of community, positioning them as a starting point from
which to explore the state of Chinese youth culture at its present critical juncture. Conversation
programs will be organized around four different “voices”™ Community, The City, Culture, and The
Global.

Cinema Arts programs for this exhibition focus on two leading figures in the Downtown artist
community—Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith Haring—and through their artistic practices, also
draw viewers’ attention to hip hop, graffiti, breakdancing, and other art forms that emerged from the
streets and nightclubs of New York in the 1980s. Performing Arts programs for the exhibition aim to
introduce audiences to the informal and unconventional performance spaces which were part of
Downtown culture, while also introducing Beijing’s independent music spaces and the vital sounds
being made there.

In collaboration with street style brands and leading cultural organizations, throughout the exhibition
UCCA will organize a series of DIY fashion, graffiti, and DJ workshops, offering our community the
opportunity to experience firsthand the artistic forms featured in the exhibition. Among these,
a graffiti workshop will be set up in the UCCA Theater throughout the duration of “Somewhere
Downtown,” allowing visitors to drop in and enjoy the fun of graffiti after viewing the exhibition.
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Keith Haring (1968-1990), Untitled (two yellow figures connected), 1983,
Day-Glo paint on carved wood, 20.3 x 55.9 cm. © Estate of Keith Haring.
Licensed by Artestar, New York. Courtesy Private Collection, USA.
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The Art of Sound:

A “Somewhere Downtown” Playlist
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If you want to get a full picture of the abundant creativity
of Downtown New York in the 1980s, you also need to hear
the music that artists were listening to at the time. Together
with exhibition co-curator Carlo McCormick, UCCA has
invited music historian and aficionado DJ Gerb to select
a diverse range of music from this important period of art
history. The playlist is specially presented by UCCA and
Tencent Music (TME). Scan the QR code to listen now.
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Jeff Koons and BMW have worked together to create a
strictly limited 99-automobile edition of the 840i xDrive
Gran Coupé after several years of close collaboration. As
the proud supporter of “Somewhere Downtown” exhibition,
BMW presents THE 8 X JEFF KOONS at UCCA to Beijing
audiences for the first time. As one of the world’s most
famous living artists and a key figure of the 1980s New York
art scene, Jeff Koons marries rigorous conceptualism with
commercial aesthetics, and spectacular displays with an
unparalleled degree of technical finesse. Jeff Koons: “My
edition of the BMW 8 Series is my dream car! It is sporty
and flashy as well as minimalist and conceptual. On the car,
the lines are getting bigger on their journey from the hood
towards the trunk, creating a sense of forward movement
just as the ‘POP!’ and the vapor thrust design elements do.”
It is not only a coveted collector’s art piece in museums but
also a “rolling sculpture”.
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UCCA membership offers the perfect opportunity to more
deeply experience all that China’s leading institution of
contemporary art has to offer. We have recently upgraded
our membership program to offer access to four locations
without the purchase of additional tickets, special
welcoming gifts, priority exhibition entry, members-only
events, great savings and discounts, exclusive benefits for
families, and more. When you become a UCCA Member,
you are making a significant contribution to our mission of
fostering the development of contemporary art in China.
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UCCA Kids has designed a series of art workshops inspired
by “Somewhere Downtown.” The workshops will bring
participants on a journey to New York during the 1980s,
helping children understand the uniqueness of the Downtown
art scene and the individual artists that were part of it, as well
as get a deeper feel for how the cultural and social context of
the time led to new forms of artistic expression and diverse
experimentations.

Exhibition Guide for Kids
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Designed just for kids, the exhibition guide has been
developed by UCCA to give our young visitors in an even
more in-depth experience of “Somewhere Downtown.”
Using child-friendly language, the guidebook leads kids on a
journey following the path of visitors through the exhibition,
providing introductions to each section and descriptions
of the key artworks featured. UCCA aims to provide kids
and families new ways of seeing and interacting with the
exhibition, with educational touchpoints at different levels
that deepen understanding of the artists’ work, inspiring
kids to interact with the museum as a learning environment.
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Exhibition Catalogue

RS “THES" BN , UCCA Bt RS FE
SUEER, Bl 20 tHE 80 ERMNALNZ ARG
BREOENAREEHMEREERNEEERZ
4k, BIRIFWRT UCCA BKHAFEFESNEE,
RRAREZEEERN THEARESTSNEER,
UCCA REMIEEEEFNEEERNBSE
AR, AR 80 FRANEARESHERE. 2R
RARBER (H/R) NEINZHEE. Fr B 80
FRRFUEZARFN FICXERE, EWHH
IRNIR . (TIREE ) BREHIR TPk ERD
®it, NIRRT AR,

Accompanying the exhibition “Somewhere Downtown,”
UCCA will publish a bilingual catalogue that dives deep into
the art and culture of 19980s New York. Apart from a preface
by UCCA Director Philip Tinari, other essays see Carlo
McCormick musing on the Downtown scene, Peter Eleey
providing a detailed curatorial rundown of the exhibition,
and artist Sur Rodney (Sur) reflecting on the art ecology
from the perspective of a participant. In addition to these
contemporary texts and full reproductions of every work
in the show, the catalogue will also feature a selection of
poetry, art criticism, and other excerpted writings from the
1980s, capturing the broader cultural milieu of the period.
The catalogue is designed by Zhang Qian and published by
Zhejiang Photographic Press.
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Charlie Ahearn (b.1951), Wild Style (Poster), 1983, video, 1.37:, color, mono sound, 82'00". Courtesy the artist.
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