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Modern Time: Masterpieces from the Collection of Museum
Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin
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“Modern Time: Masterpieces from the Collection of Museum
Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin” presents a comprehensive
selection from Museum Berggruen’s unparalleled collection of
twentieth-century art. On display in China for the first time, the
92 artworks from Museum Berggruen’s collection are placed in
a strict chronological order: the exhibition begins with the oldest,
Paul Cézanne’s Madame Cézanne (c. 1885), at the entrance,
continues with works by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Georges
Braque, Paul Klee and Alberto Giacometti, and ends with the
most recent, Picasso’s Matador and Nude (1970). Chronology
as the rule of the game not only emphasizes the more than eight
decades of art spanned by Museum Berggruen’s collection, but
also reveals an entirely new way to look at a body of artworks
initially chosen and selected by one individual, art dealer
and collector Heinz Berggruen. The collection is rooted in
Berggruen’s personal preferences and the intellectual currents
of his time, focusing on six central, male figures of the conventional
narrative of Modern European art.

The strict chronological structure invites reflection on time and
its order, as well as on how historical and cultural conventions
shape artworks. A chronological hanging makes visible potential
relationships of influence between artworks and between artists,
as well as a wide range of unexpected juxtapositions and chance
encounters. The linear progression of works creates a route
that favors certain narratives over others, though no fixed path
is prescribed. Instead, the exhibition becomes an immersive
chronicle, in which visitors may move back and forth at will,
through both space and time.

“Modern Time: Masterpieces from the Collection of Museum
Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin” is curated by Klaus
Biesenbach, Director of Neue Nationalgalerie, Gabriel Montua,
Head of Museum Berggruen, and Veronika Rudorfer, Curator at
Museum Berggruen. The exhibition is presented in collaboration
with UCCA Center for Contemporary Art. The show will travel
to UCCA Beijing in the fall, where it will run from November
11, 2023 to February 25, 2024. UCCA thanks supporting
sponsor Lufthansa German Airlines for its generous support.
Exhibition support is provided by Shanghai International Culture
Association. Exclusive wall solutions support is provided by
Dulux. UCCA also thanks the members of UCCA Foundation
Council, International Circle, and Young Associates, as well as
Lead Partner Aranya, Lead Art Book Partner DIOR, Presenting
Partners Bloomberg, Voyage Group, and Yinyi Biotech, and
Supporting Partners Barco, Dulux, Genelec, and Stey.
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Henri Matisse, In the Studio at Nice, 1929, oil on canvas, 465 x 61 om, Museum Berggruen, Nationalgalerie - Staatliche
Museen zu Berlin, NG MB 162/2000. ph by bpk / SMB, Museum B Jens Ziehe.
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Public Programs

UCCA'’s Public Practice team has curated a series of public
programs structured around the theme of “Modern Promenade,”
inspired by the show’s Chinese title, each exploring historical,
cultural, and social issues covered by the exhibition. These
activities include guided tours led by inspiring special guests,
discussions, workshops, and screenings, and will be presented on
weekends during the exhibition period.

The journey begins at UCCA Edge in Shanghai, where for six
weekends the audience will discover how major changes in
European society inspired the flourishing of creativity captured
by the exhibition, and how this era influenced future generations.
The journey then moves on to UCCA Beijing, where programming
continues over five weekends of events showcasing the amazing
art of Europe’s modern masters. Additional special programs will
be held throughout the exhibition period, covering topics and fields
including urban culture, theater, film, and more.

For the most up-to-date information on events, please refer to
announcements on UCCA’s official website and UCCA Edge’s
official WeChat account and other social media platforms.
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Starting from the Artworks
Inspiring Guided Tour: José Lebrero Stals

2023.6.22

Opening Conversation: Modern Time
Screening: Especial Picasso
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A Weekend with Paul Klee
Inspiring Guided Tour

2023.715

Conversation: Industrial Architecture and the Bauhaus
Screening: Vom Bauen der Zukunft - 100 Jahre Bauhaus
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In Dreams 2023.8.5
Inspiring Guided Tour
Paper Cut-Out Collage Workshop

Screening: Exhibition on Screen: Cézanne - Portraits of a Life

Balh (FERMDSUEEE
HiE: DRSIE

FIBTIFR
HBERDE: (HEMTATER)

A Midsummer Night’s Circus 2023.8.26
Conversation: Circuses and Clowns
Sign Language Workshop

Screening: Le Banda Picasso
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Self Portraits

Inspiring Guided Tour
Portrait Workshop
Screening: Les aventuriers de lart moderne - Picasso

2023.9.16
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Figurative v. Philosophical
Inspiring Guided Tour

2023.9.29

Conversation: Traumatic Times
What Is in a Head;
Un homme parmi les hommes: Alberto Giacometti

Screening: Alberto Giacometti -
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Become a UCCA Member, enjoy a year of art!
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UCCA membership offers the perfect opportunity to more deeply
experience all that China’s leading institution of contemporary art
has to offer. We have recently upgraded our membership program
to offer access to multiple locations without the purchase of
additional tickets, special welcoming gifts, priority exhibition entry,
members-only events, great savings and discounts, exclusive
benefits for families, and more. When you become a UCCA
Member, you are making a significant contribution to our mission
of fostering the development of contemporary art in China.

*For more information, please speak to our staff at the front desk, or
call +86 10 5780 0200 (Beijing) / +86 21 6628 6861 (Shanghai). To
make a group purchase, please email us at
members.edge@ucca.org.cn

FEHETHTBEIZIMA UCCA &5
Scan the QR code to become a UCCA Member
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About UCCA Kids

UCCA Kids organizes workshops, classes, tours, and more
for children aged 2-15, drawing upon the museum’s exhibition
programs as a resource for engaging, whole-child learning.
Through programs of weekly classes, special workshops, and
camps staged over summer vacations and other holidays, UCCA
Kids teaches creative and critical thinking through art. Students
create their own artworks, learn basic technique, and discover
great artists and styles, making UCCA Kids classes a perfect way
to inspire a budding artist or round out an early school education.

UCCAKids ki LiSTHRCREEFHE 262 5

UCCA Kids Shanghai, No. 262 Jianguo Xi Lu,
Xuhui District, Shanghai
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2F, No. 88 Xizang Bei Lu, Jing’an District, Shanghai, China 200085 / ucca.org.cn
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About UCCA Edge

Opened in May 2021, UCCA Edge occupies 5,500 square meters
over three levels of the new EDGE tower in Shanghai’s Jing’an
District. Designed by New York-based architects SO - IL, the
museum includes 1,700 square meters of gallery space as well as
a wraparound outdoor terrace and public spaces including a lobby
and auditorium. As an integral part of the UCCA constellation,
UCCA Edge mounts exhibitions of leading Chinese and international
artists, some developed exclusively for the Shanghai audience,
some touring from other UCCA locations. Situated just north of
People’s Square and Suzhou Creek, and directly above the Qufu Lu
station of the Shanghai Metro in a bustling revitalized neighborhood,
UCCA Edge has already become an essential destination and an
integral part of Shanghai’s vibrant cultural fabric.

359%E UCCA Edge HINEZ(ER
Scan the QR code to follow UCCA Edge on WeChat
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Scan the QR code to listen to the
complete audio guide
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Museum Berggruen

Museum Berggruen offers an unparalleled selection of
masterworks by artists who defined European Modernism in
the first half of the twentieth century: Georges Braque, Paul
Cézanne, Alberto Giacometti, Paul Klee, Henri Matisse, and
Pablo Picasso. The choice of UCCA Center for Contemporary
Art as a touring venue was inspired by a desire to share the
richness of Museum Berggruen’s collection with the Chinese
public for the first time. With some 135 works, Picasso is a
centerpiece of the collection, and Museum Berggruen is among
the leading public museums for his art. Picasso’s works in the
museum date between 1897, when he was 16, and 1972, when
he was 90, allowing visitors to experience Picasso’s artistic
evolution across 9 decades and countless styles as they roam
the museum’s galleries. Similarly, the selection of works by
Klee, another prolific artist who made thousands of works in
his lifetime, reveals how he was equally at ease painting and
drawing in both abstract and figurative modes.

The collection is housed in a Neoclassical building designed
by Friedrich Stller and built from 1851 to 1859 as barracks
for officers of the Palace Guard. It forms an exceptional
architectural ensemble together with Charlottenburg Palace
and a nearly identical building across the street. Severely
damaged in World War lI, the structure was rebuilt according to
the original design and became a museum for the West Berlin
Collection of Classical Antiquities in 1960. In the museum, a
beautiful central rotunda approximately seventeen meters in
height features a free-floating spiral staircase that leads up two
floors. It is crowned by a monopteros, a temple-like, columned
dome. On each floor, visitors walk through an enfilade of rooms
alternating between 33 and 55 square meters, reflecting the
building’s former life as a barracks. These small rooms are
ideally proportioned to accommodate the collection of small-

and medium-sized works. The layout also conveys a feeling
of intimacy reminiscent of a private house. Until he passed
away in 2007, Heinz Berggruen, who had an apartment on the
second floor of the museum, used to mingle among amazed
visitors, engaging them in conversation.

Heinz Berggruen was born in Berlin in 1914 to a middle-class
family who ran a stationary shop. He had to give up his dream
of becoming a journalist after the Nazis took power in 1933
and expelled Jewish citizens from public life. Berggruen
immigrated to the United States in 1936. After a brief return
to a destroyed Germany at the end of World War I, he moved
to Paris and opened his art gallery in 1948. He exhibited many
more artists than those featured in today’s Museum Berggruen
collection and invited famous artists, poets, and art historians
to contribute to his catalogues. He kept close personal ties
to the artists with whom he worked. Minotauromachy, shown
here in this exhibition and often considered Picasso’s finest
print, even bears a dedication to Heinz Berggruen in the
artist’s hand. Berggruen retired from his gallery activities in
the 1980s to focus on his own collection, for which he began
searching for a permanent home. After touring to Geneva and
London, he was invited to show his works in Berlin in a museum
building that had just become free. The collection arrived in
1996, and the German head of state delivered a speech at the
opening ceremony. Convinced by its quality, the German state
purchased the collection for the Nationalgalerie in 2000, in what
was one of the most valuable single acquisitions in the history of
the Berlin State Museums. This return marked a homecoming
of sorts for the man who had to flee his native country some
60 years earlier, a happy conclusion to a storied life and career.
Heinz Berggruen passed away in 2007, aged 93.
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UCCA x Berggruen Research
Center, Peking University
Lecture Series

From “Matisse by Matisse” to “Modern Time: Masterpieces
from the Museum Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin,” UCCA's
two major exhibitions of 2023 look back at the art of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, examining the current in
visual culture known as Modernism. In the period that these
exhibitions examine, there occurred an irreconcilable split
between modernity as a historical epoch and Modernism
as an aesthetic concept. Whereas the former embraced
rationality and espoused a teleological view of history, the
latter, as expressed through avant-garde art, was rooted in an
anti-bourgeois attitude and a distrust of the beautiful picture
that “modern civilization” presented of itself. Inspired by the
fascinating implications of this inner contradiction, in the
second half of 2023, UCCA Center for Contemporary Art will
present a series of academic lectures in collaboration with the
Berggruen Research Center at Peking University. Centered on
the concept of modernity, the lecture series will touch upon
on fields including intellectual history, philosophy, religion,
and art. Leading scholars from China and abroad will share
insights from their research and elucidate the many complex
meanings of modernity.
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Exclusive exhibition merchandise is now available at UCCA Store! Inspired
by masterpieces by Pablo Picasso, Paul Klee, Henri Matisse, and Paul
Cézanne, these t-shirts, canvas tote bags, phone grips, and more allow
visitors to bring a little bit of the spirit of Modernism home with them.

Best of all, for every tote bag purchased from this collection, UCCA Store
will donate RMB 1to UCCA Foundation’s initiative “Opening the Door to Art,”
raising awareness for philanthropic programs that are helping make the
next generation’s artistic dreams come true. Find UCCA Store on Tmall as
UCCA IERIJE or visit UCCA Store during the exhibition to purchase.
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Exhibition Catalogue
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In conjunction with “Modern Time: Masterpieces from the Collection of Museum
Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin,” UCCA will publish a catalogue that features

Modern Time . . o ;
5 e A full reproductions of all the artworks from this exhibition by six masters of
.‘ch mi‘l’”:g‘;;;'“e“ modern art. These works are accompanied by an essay jointly written by the
Nationalgalerie Betfi curatorial team of Klaus Biesenbach, Gabriel Montua, and Veronika Rudorfer,
m explaining the structure and themes of the exhibition. Another text by the
latter two describes the history and evolution of Museum Berggruen. Finally,
art historian and curator Olivier Berggruen recalls his father Heinz Berggruen's
=) _lh legacy as an art collector. Each artwork image is accompanied by an in-depth
YaD 71 e interpretive text, providing comprehensive background and analysis for all the
e 51 / AT \ works in the show. The catalogue Modern Time is designed by 26 Studio and

published by Zhejiang Photographic Press.

R (RRENES: HREEHAESARERR) , (FE.: B4R . EhE. =5 - EHREH. MHERER - XER. PR 83# R, AFFS.
HhR: SRR EMR . 1B P B (WEPHANE. PXIERFE)

Title: Modern Time: Masterpieces from the Collection of Museum Berggruen / Nationalgalerie Berlin

Contributors: Olivier Berggruen, Klaus Biesenbach, Gabriel Montua, Veronika Rudorfer, Philip Tinari, et al.

Publisher: Zhejiang Photographic Press

Languages: Chinese and English (bilingual essays, artwork descriptions Chinese only)



